Nelson Mantela: a defender of human rights 

against Apartheid in South Africa and much more…
  The beloved phrase of Nelson Mantela is " hamba kahle ", which means, "You walk late". The black leader, which the biographers in the future will characterize "eternal rebel", followed his destiny step by step. 

    He was born on  July 18th 1918 in Mvezo, a small village of South Africa in the province of Transkei, in the banks of river Basset. His father, the Gkantla Henry Mpakaniasua, had been assigned chief of the village by the King of race Tempu. When his son came to the world, he began to call him "Rolilala", which means "the one that pulls a branch of a tree". In the local dialect of province Transkei however, "Rolilala" means "troublemaking" and potentially as long as the father was watching his boy grow up, he read his destiny into his eyes. 
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      His father, Henry Mandela, which had four wives, was a faithful adviser of the King of region. When Nelson was 12 years old, his dying father asked the King to become Nelson’s guardian, and he accepted to adopt the little " troublemaker" as he was called by the residents of the village. Nelson lived his teenage years in the King’s house having the chance of education and the prompt from his guardian to choose the life he was dreaming. The name "Nelson" was given to him at school by a schoolteacher, as during his student years he lived in the Fort Hear college in Alis. It was the unique urban centre of superior education in South Africa, rather elitistic, and he graduated from Law School from the University of South Africa, a famous educational institution which provided titles of study and degrees via correspondence. Then he worked in Johannesburg as a mediocre lawyer, and each day was closer to freedom for him.
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It was 1943 when he began to attend assemblies of Advisory Committee of Settlement , also National African Congress in 1944 which he denounced  “reactionary " while he organized a radical youth. In 1947 he was elected in the Executive Committee of National African Congress and when he became the president of EAK he never stopped fighting against the apartheid. Neither when he was condemned in the age of 46 in lifelong imprisonment. It was on  June 12th 1964 (he had been arrested from 1961), in Pretoria, he was convicted for betrayal. On that day 2.000 persons were gathered holding banners and plates with signs of support. At some point of his trial, during which he spoke four hours continuously, he said: "I dedicated my life to the fight of apartheid. I have fought against the white sovereignty as well as the black sovereignty. I love the idea of a free and democratic society in which we will all live harmoniously together and will have equal opportunities. This ideal is that I hope to live and to achieve. But, if needed, then it is also the ideal for which I am ready to die ".
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Nelson Mantela was prisoned in the Rompen island without the least idea of what was happening. Each cell had a white card hung outside with the name and the number that each prisoner had. The card of the black leader wrote, "N. Mandela 466/64", that meant that he was the 466 detainee that had reached the island in 1964. He never lost, however, his self-control and when he was given the uniform he said to the guard: "I have not worn more elegant stripe suit". On  February 11th 1990 he came out of prison and decided to erase at once the anger but not the memory of the years he was in jail. He was ready for reconciliation with the persons of apartheid in order to lead black people to the big victory after four years, on May 10th 1994, at the first democratic elections when he was elected president. Mandela was put under oath as the first black president of Southerner Africa. 
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In 1993 he shared the Nobel price for the peace with the F. Nte Klerk for the fight against the apartheid and he remained in the presidential office until June 1999, when he withdrew giving the staff to the current president, Tampo Mpeki. Then the "eternal" rebel made the following wish: "I would like to return to my village and walk in the meadows, in the hills and along the rivers where I grew up". He had achieved his purpose walking late.
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He lost one of his sons from AIDS and the other in a road accident, in 1969 (he lost his granddaughter in the same way, in 2010). After that, Nelson Mantela became exceptionally active in the battle against AIDS. For himself he says that the only way to deal with  AIDS, is not to hide and make people stop thinking of it as something that strikes certain individuals and that will be punished for it.
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       Nelson Mantela, one of the most famous symbols of defence of human rights of our season, is a person that his devotion to the freedom of his people, inspires for human rights all over the world. A course that lasted for 46 years …    
